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BOS FOundatiOn MiSSiOn
1. Accelerate the release of Bornean orangutans from ex-situ to 

in-situ locations 
2. Encourage the protection of Bornean orangutans and their 

habitat 
3. Increase the empowerment of communities surrounding 

orangutan habitat
4. Support research and education activities for the conservation 

of Bornean orangutans and their habitat
5. Promote the participation of and partnership with all stakeholders 
6. Strengthen institutional capacity  

ViSiOn
MiSSiOn

“To achieve Bornean orangutan and habitat conservation in 
collaboration with local stakeholders.”

BOS FOundatiOn ViSiOn

&
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PrOgraMS 
and Strategic 
actiVitieS

BOS FOundatiOn 
Strategic actiVitieS
•	 Rescue, rehabilitation and reintroduction of 

orangutans and other protected species (sun 
bears), obtaining governmental permissions and 
approvals for reintroduction sites, translocation 
activities and post-release and translocation 
monitoring

•	 Orangutan habitat conservation, comprising 
management of wild orangutan habitat in the 
Mawas Area, Central Kalimantan, management 
of translocation and reintroduction sites, 
management of orangutan and sun bear 
conservation areas and facilitation of Best 
Management Practices (BMP) of orangutan 
habitat within other land-uses

•	 Involvement and empowerment of local 
communities, enhanced communication and 
publications, cooperation with stakeholders, 
conservation related research and outreach 
education and encouraging the improvement 
of relevant legislation

•	 Funding sustainability, including fundraising 
and fund management

•	 Organizational management and strengthening 
management systems

BOS FOundatiOn 
PrOgraMS
•	 Orangutan Reintroduction Program in Nyaru 

Menteng, Central Kalimantan
•	 Land Rehabilitation and Orangutan 

Reintroduction Program in Samboja Lestari, 
East Kalimantan

•	 Orangutan Habitat Restoration Program, 
Central and East Kalimantan

•	 Mawas Conservation Program, Central 
Kalimantan

•	 Headquarters: Communications, Fundraising, 
Planning, Monitoring and Evaluation and 
Organizational and Financial Management
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Despite facing significant challenges this year, once again 
we are proud to report that our teams have risen to those 
challenges and worked tirelessly to protect orangutans. 
This year the annual forest-burning season was significantly 
worsened by the predicted El Nino event, which in turn 
had devastating impacts on orangutan conservation. Our 
teams’ attention was diverted from general daily activities 
to fire fighting, orangutan rescues and new desperately 
needed emerging projects. 

We opened the year with a small rescue mission and ended 
it with a large-scale rescue mission in Mangkutub area in 
Mawas where almost 40 orangutans were rescued over 10 
days. This was the largest wild great ape rescue mission in 
the world. 

Moving forward, we made great achievements despite the 
threats we faced. Now we focus on how we can achieve 
even more in 2016. The champions of the BOS Foundation 
are our wonderful and highly dedicated staff for which we 
are truly grateful. 

On behalf of the Board of Directors and Trustees, we 
express our gratitude to our staff for their dedication and 
willingness to save orangutans. Last but certainly not least, 
we wish to thank all of our partners, donors and every 
individual around the globe who has given us continuous 
and generous support.

PreFace

Prof. Bungaran Saragih, Ph.D.
Chairman of the Board of Trustees

Dr. Ir. Jamartin Sihite
Chairman & CEO

Bogor, West Java, March 2016

Borneo Orangutan Survival Foundation

Prof. Bungaran Saragih, Ph.D.Dr. Ir. Jamartin Sihite

Our main objective is to continue to strive towards 
improving orangutan and habitat conservation 
prospects in Indonesia. The reintroduction of 
rehabilitated orangutans to natural habitat with the 
support of the local communities is one of focal 
activities to bolster conservation of this orangutan 
species, together with rescue missions to support 
law enforcement and habitat protection.

Only one week into the New Year, and our team at 
Nyaru Menteng was already traveling to a remote part 
of Central Kalimantan to rescue a baby orangutan, 
which was being held by local people. Like so many 
of the infants we rescue, the baby was found weak 
and in a poor condition. She was malnourished with 
swollen arms as a result of being kept in a lanjung, a 
Dayak traditional bag made of plaited rattan, usually 
for carrying crops or firewood. She could barely 
move. Under the care of the Nyaru Menteng team, 
she fully recovered and joined the nursery group 
Forest School. We named her Meryl after Meryl 
Yemima, our veterinarian on duty, whose photo 
gently carrying baby Meryl in a blanket resonated 
across social media. Heartfelt support arrived from 
around the world and baby Meryl has become one of 
our new ambassadors and survivors, highlighting the 
great challenges we face in orangutan conservation. 

In February, our teams again surpassed expectations 
and the BOS Foundation finally acquired a 
655-hectare area on Salat Island for two main 
purposes—as a new pre-release area for the last 
phase of rehabilitation, and as a future sanctuary 
for our un-releaseable orangutans. This acquisition 
has been years in the making and will enable us 
to introduce between 100-200 orangutans. A real 
achievement for the foundation and our magnificent 
team towards achieving our goals in orangutan 
welfare, rehabilitation, reintroduction and long-term 
conservation and care.

Severe fires exacerbated by El Nino devastated 
forest areas across Borneo and 266 hectares of 
our reforested land in Samboja Lestari and 15,442 
hectares of natural orangutan habitat in Mawas 
were lost. In Central Kalimantan, we experienced 
record-breaking toxicity in the air quality for 
over two months forcing Forest School to close. 
Fires came dangerously close to Nyaru Menteng 
Rehabilitation Center facilities, but fortunately a joint 
team comprised of our staff and local firefighters 
managed to extinguish it before it spread. Fire 
fighting became a way of life for all of our teams 
for several months. In response our teams received 
new training, equipment and planning for future 
outbreaks. This remains a serious issue and focus as 
we move into 2016. 

eXecutiVe 
SuMMarY
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In July 2015, the Kuwait International Airport 
intercepted an attempt to illegally smuggle two 
baby orangutans into Kuwait from Jakarta. BOS 
Foundation successfully repatriated these two 
orangutans on September 13 (Moza, female, 2 years 
old) and on November 23 (Puspa, female, 10 months 
old).

As 2015 drew to an end, BOS Foundation completed 
the construction of and inaugurated a new facility, a 
Special Care Unit to care for a number of orangutans, 
which sadly can never be released back to the wild 
due to illness. The facility will enable us to safely 
separate these individuals from the main population 
and provide them with the proper care and welfare 
they need for the rest of their lives.

This year, BOS Foundation received 89 new 
orangutans, bringing the total number under our care 
to 683 orangutans. Thirty-three orangutans were also 
successfully reintroduced, bringing the total number 
of orangutans released to the wild since 2012, to 195. 
We also had two births in the forest this year bringing 
our known wild-births to four; a great indicator of 
the success of our rehabilitation and reintroduction 
programs in establishing new viable wild populations.

To illustrate our orangutan conservation efforts between 
2007 and 2015—achievements as well as challenges 
we are still facing— we published a timeline to fulfill 
an obligation stated in the “Orangutan Conservation 
Strategies and Action Plan 2007-2017”. Launched in 
December 2007 by the Indonesian President at the 
time, Dr. Susilo Bambang Yudhoyono, the Action 
Plan marked an important milestone in orangutan 
conservation, stating—among others—an obligation 
to return all orangutans in rehabilitation centers to 
their natural habitat by 2015.

Funds were raised to contribute to purchasing Salat 
Island, a new Baby House at Samboja Lestari, Forest 
School Level 2 night enclosures, replanting of 1,800 
trees and support running costs for our rehabilitation 
programs and release sites and the releases 
themselves. Fundraising continues in earnest for a new 
Baby House at Nyaru Menteng to name just one new 
exciting project planned for 2016. 

We ended 2015 with a large-scale rescue mission in 
Mangkutub area in Mawas following a discovery of two 
orangutan remains on the banks of Mangkutub River 
as a result of the recent devastating fire outbreaks. 
The team rescued and translocated 39 orangutans to a 
section of forest where there is sufficient food available 
and increased safety from illegal loggers. We plan to 
return in early 2016 as we suspect there are still many 
individuals trapped by the fires and in great need of 
our help.

Having achieved so much in 2015, we are ready to 
implement our plans for 2016.
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Our
PrOgraMS
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sAMBoJA
lestARi

At the beginning of the year Samboja Lestari Orangutan 
Rehabilitation Center in East Kalimantan cared for 213 
orangutans. During 2015, we provided sanctuary to an 
additional 10 orangutans, with six orangutans rescued in 
collaboration with the East Kalimantan Natural Resources 
Conservation Authority (BKSDA) and four orangutans born 
in the rehabilitation center. Sadly four deaths also occurred. 
Nine orangutans were reintroduced to Kehje Sewen Forest 
and three orangutans rescued around Muara Wahau 
were successfully translocated to a safer area in Wehea 
Indigenous Forest. At the end of 2015, our population 
totaled 207 individuals, 46 of which are unreleaseable due 
to illness, injury or age. 

Infrastructure projects including a new Special Care Unit (see 
Box) were implemented this year and to support our forest 
school rehabilitation program we also constructed a new 
overnight enclosure funded by our partner organization, 
BOS Switzerland, for orangutans progressing through 
Forest School Level 2.

Ensuring our animal populations are afforded the best 
possible care, throughout the year Samboja Lestari’s 
Medical Team treated 141 health cases; most commonly 
reported were respiratory infections, airsaculiltus, physical 
injuries and anemia. 

Our  Medical Team of five veterinarians and one support 
staff, conduct routine health checks, treatments, disease 
prevention measures and preparation of the orangutan 
reintroduction candidates. We aim to increase the number 
of medical personnel going into 2016.

Orangutan reScue, 
reHaBiLitatiOn and HeaLtH

aniMaL WeLFare
Providing our orangutans and sun bears with the 
appropriate diet is key and our Samboja Lestari 
team worked together with various surrounding 
community groups to provide the food supplies 
needed for the animals under our care, which 
included 22 species of fruit, rhizomes and 
vegetables.

As with any captive population, keeping our 
orangutans and sun bears stimulated and mentally 
healthy requires ongoing enrichment. At Samboja 
Lestari our Enrichment Team are supported by 
Taronga Zoo, The Orangutan Project (TOP), BOS 
Australia and Melbourne Zoo.

Different enrichment tools were developed to 
foster wild behavior of orangutans and encourage 
them to climb trees, travel arboreally, build nests, 
forage for food and so on. Typical materials used 
for enrichment tools included sacks, rubber ropes, 
plastic drums, plastic tubs for food or drinks, 
swings and browse.

Land reHaBiLitatiOn
Approximately 52% of Samboja Lestari’s 1,852-hectare 
area has been certified by the National Land Agency 
(BPN). Within this area, Samboja Lestari maintains 
facilities for the rehabilitation of orangutans and sun 
bears, reforestation and an ecotourism facility; Samboja 
Lodge. 

Planting continues daily to reforest the entire area, 
however in mid 2015, devastating fires occurred 
burning 266 hectares for replanted forest. Reforestation 
recommenced in this area with support from the 
Embassy of Switzerland in Jakarta, VICO Indonesia, 
Coca Cola Amatil Indonesia (CCAI) and the State 
Electricity Company (PLN).

Guests and visitors also took part in planting activities 
on a regular basis. This is an activity we want to grow 
as it raises awareness on the importance of the forest. 
Local surrounding communities also assisted in planting 
and seedling maintenance and routine monitoring and 
measurement of plant growth were carried out in our 
permanent sample plots.

Thanks to support raised through one of our partner organizations, BOS Switzerland, we were able 
to construct a new Special Care Unit (SCU) at Samboja Lestari, which will provide care and welfare for 
46 orangutans that cannot be released back to the wild due to illness. With additional support from 
BOS Australia, the SCU is equipped with a special waste water system and with special enrichment 
equipment including rubber ropes, hammocks and platforms to ensure orangutans are as comfortable 
and stimulated as possible. The SCU is built in an isolated location, far from quarantine enclosures and 
other orangutan rehabilitation facilities, as a measure to prevent the spread of transmissible diseases 
to other areas.

SPeciaL care unit (Scu)
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nYARu
Menteng

At the beginning of 2015, our orangutan population at 
Nyaru Menteng Orangutan Rehabilitation Center in Central 
Kalimantan stood at 489. Throughout the year this number 
increased by 79, including two newborns in the rehabilitation 
center and the rescue of 77 orangutans in collaboration with 
the Central Kalimantan BKSDA. A total of 58 orangutans 
rescued between October and December 2015 were victims 
of habitat degradation, illegal logging, land clearing and 
fire outbreaks in Central Kalimantan’s peatlands during the 
significant dry season of 2015. Thirty-nine of those 58 came 
from a former area of PLG (One Million Hectares Peatland 
Development Project) in Tumbang Mangkutub Village in 
Mantangai Sub-district, Kapuas Regency.

Of the 58 wild orangutans rescued, 48 were translocated to 
safer areas of forest and 10 were taken to Nyaru Menteng for 
medical treatment. Nine orangutans fully recovered and have 
since been translocated to Sebangau National Park, while one 
orangutan from South Barito is still undergoing treatment. 

Throughout the year, we also reintroduced 24 orangutans 
to Bukit Batikap Conservation Forest. Sadly this year 11 
orangutans at Nyaru Menteng were lost to illness. By the end 
of 2015, our orangutan population here totaled 476 individuals, 
22 of which are unreleaseable due to illness, injury or age.

Providing health care to such a large population is a significant 
task and 428 health cases were treated throughout the 
year with the most common cases being Helminthiasis or 
parasitic infections, malaria, physical injuries and bronchitis or 
pneumonia. Our 7 veterinarians and medical administration 
staff at Nyaru Menteng work around the clock to manage the 
health of our orangutan population, monitoring, treating and 
preventing disease transmission.

Orangutan reScue, 
reHaBiLitatiOn and HeaLtH

As with Samboja Lestari, our team at Nyaru 
Menteng work together with local community 
groups to fulfill our food requirements. 

With such a large orangutan population, the 
Nyaru Menteng enrichment team focuses their 
efforts on providing daily enrichment tools to 
ensure orangutans are continuously learning 
and stimulated. Here we are supported 
by Melbourne Zoo, the Aussie Assistance 
Program and The Orangutan Project. At Nyaru Menteng we currently manage three 

naturally vegetated pre-release islands, which 
provide the final stage of learning for our 
orangutans before they are reintroduced to 
natural forest. However these small islands 
are already full to capacity. This means that 
for orangutans who are too big and strong to 
continue in Forest School, they must be cared 
for in enclosures until a space on the islands 
becomes available. We currently have many 
orangutans queuing for places on the islands 
and to ensure that the rehabilitation process for 
our orangutans is not slowed significantly, we 
have been searching for new potential islands. 

In 2015, our team at Nyaru Menteng succeeded 
in acquiring a 655-hectare area on Salat Nusa 
Island, which in total covers 3,419 hectares. The 
area purchased supports the best vegetation, 
is isolated from the mainland by rivers and can 
potentially accommodate 150-200 orangutans. 
This area is considered as an Essential 

Ecosystem Area equipped with a wetland 
ecosystem, in this case, the river that serves 
as an important environmental function to 
both local biodiversity and human livelihoods, 
such as providing watershed protection, 
reducing the risk of floods, and so on. The 
main part of Salat Island will function as pre-
release island to support the last important 
stage of rehabilitation and helps accelerate 
the whole process of orangutan release. The 
small section to the west is known as Badak 
Kecil (104 ha) and we aim to use this specific 
area as a long-term natural sanctuary for those 
orangutans who cannot be released to the 
wild. 

Having purchased part of this island, progress 
has been slow due to a number of local factors, 
which require government intervention to 
resolve. However, our teams are ready to 
commence work on this pre-release island as 
soon as those issues are resolved. 

oRAngutAn pRe-ReleAse And long-teRM sAnCtuARY
sAlAt islAnd

aniMaL WeLFare
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MAWAs
cOnSerVatiOn PrOgraM

The area of Mawas covers over 309,000 hectares and 
provides habitat to 3,000 wild orangutans. As such it is 
one of the largest remaining strongholds for Bornean 
orangutans. Habitat in Mawas was significantly damaged in 
the 1990’s due to a failed large-scale rice program, hence 
our work at Mawas focuses on efforts related to forest 
conservation and restoration, illegal logging monitoring, 
fire prevention and community development. As a peat 
swamp forest, restoration includes reforestation and the 
blocking of numerous canals in order to re-wet the peat and 
reduce greenhouse gas emissions. Our 2015 achievements 
include:

•	 128 routine patrols were conducted to monitor and 
prevent illegal activities. We recorded 72 cases of 
illegal activities including logging and land clearance 
through burning. Roughly 72% of the illegal logging 
activities were found around the Mantangai River 
and main primary canals (SPI) in the sub-district of 
Mantangai, Kapuas Regency. Illegal logging in South 
Barito was identified along Karanen and Puning 
rivers in Batampang Village, Dusun Hilir Sub-district. 
Four cases of fire outbreaks were identified and 
extinguished by the patrol team.

•	 Community-based patrol teams were established 
in four villages consisting of two villages in Kapuas 
Regency (Timpah Village and Lawang Kajang Village) 
and two villages in South Barito Regency (Batampang 
Village and Sungai Jaya Village).

•	 65 routine patrols were conducted by the community 
patrol teams who recorded one case of illegal logging 
and eight fire outbreaks. Community firefighters 
successfully extinguished all fire incidents assisted by 
members of their communities.

•	 Canal blocking was completed in one tertiary canal in 
the northern area of Block-A, funded by the Ministry 
of Environment and Forestry.

•	 Reforestation was completed in one-hectare of 
peatland destroyed by fires in the northern area of 
Block-A and also three hectares in Block-E (Rantau 
Upak), funded by Save the Orangutan and other 
partner organizations.

As mentioned later in this report a total of 15,442 hectares 
of orangutan habitat were lost to severe fires experienced 
during the prolonged dry season.
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RHo

The Kehje Sewen Forest in East Kalimantan is an Ecosystem 
Restoration Concession (ERC) managed by a company 
established by BOS Foundation, PT. Restorasi Habitat 
Orangutan Indonesia (RHOI). The area was formerly 
a production forest and now serves as our site in East 
Kalimantan for reintroducing orangutans from Samboja 
Lestari. A part of the forest has also been set aside as a 
translocation area for rescued wild orangutans.

In 2015, the BOS Foundation’s Orangutan Habitat 
Restoration (RHO) program as the ERC permit holder, 
fulfilled several legal obligations including our 2015 Annual 
Work Plan, partial-boundary demarcation and regular 
patrols to ensure the protection of the area. In addition to 
Camp Lesik in the north of Pelangsiran, we established a 
new camp, Camp Nles Mamse, to serve as the second main 
camp for our orangutan reintroductions in the southern 
part of the forest - south of Pelangsiran.

Orangutan capacity within Kehje Sewen Forest is estimated 
at 100 individuals, hence we have proposed an additional 
ERC to serve as second reintroduction site in order to 
accommodate orangutans from Samboja Lestari currently 
waiting to be released. The Forestry Office of East Kutai 
Regency recommended a 31,810-hecatere ex-production 
forest that formerly belonged to PT. Narkata Rimba. 
However, the Ministry of Environment and Forestry has 
not been able to process the proposal due to a regulation 
which limits the size of an ERC. We are working together 
with our government collaborators to revise this regulation.

Throughout the year, five reintroduced orangutans were 
relocated to a remoter area in Kehje Sewen to avoid 
potential human-orangutan conflict and in July we reported 
our first wild birth in Kehje Sewen. Yayang, who was released 
at the end of 2013, gave birth to a female, which is a key 
achievement indicator of whether orangutan reintroduction 
can successfully foster new wild populations.
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Sun
BearS

in addition to caring for and rehabilitating orangutans, our 
Orangutan Rehabilitation Centers at Nyaru Menteng and Samboja 
Lestari care for other protected species, most noteably sun bears 

(Helarctos malayanus), which have been rescued by local BKSDA 
officers. By the end of 2015, we provided care to 60 sun bears; 14 in 
Nyaru Menteng and 46 in Samboja Lestari. 

The rehabilitation and reintroduction process for sun bears is 
extremely challenging with only few reintroductions successful. At 
our centers sun bears are cared for within both indoor and outdoor 
enclosures, however these faciltiies are far beyond capacity 

Towards the end of 2015, a new sun bear expert from Sun Bear 
Outreach joined the BOS Foundation Team in Samboja Lestari, 
focusing on welfare and the much needed improvement of the sun 
bear facilities. We look forward to continuing those improvements 
in 2016.
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tranSLOcatiOn and Large ScaLe 

reScue 
MiSSiOn

Habitat loss and poaching remain a serious threat to the survival of orangutans 
in Indonesia and in 2015, joint rescue teams from BOS Foundation and 
Central and East Kalimantan BKSDA successfully rescued and translocated 

a significant number of wild orangutans to safer areas of forest. 

In East Kalimantan, three wild orangutans were rescued and translocated to the 
Wehea Indigenous Forest belonging to the Dayak Wehea tribe, in Muara Wahau, 
East Kutai Regency. In Central Kalimantan, the joint team from BOS Foundation 
and Central Kalimantan BKSDA rescued 58 wild orangutans displaced by habitat 
loss through illegal logging, land clearance or fire outbreaks. During the worst 
of the fires, which damaged over 2 million hectares of forest across Indonesia, 
our team embarked on an emergency mission to rescue 39 orangutans stranded 
on the banks of the Mangkutub River. This ten day mission was the largest wild 
great ape rescue and transocation effort in the world. From all rescues, forty-
eight individuals were immediately translocated to safer areas of Mawas and 10 
were transported to Nyaru Menteng for medical treatment. By the end of the 
year, nine of the 10 treated orangutans had been released in Sebangau National 
Park, whilst the remaining individual continues treatment at Nyaru Menteng.
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iLLegaL 
WiLdLiFe 
trade

in July 2015, the Kuwait International Airport successfully 
intercepted an attempt to illegally smuggle two baby 
orangutans into Kuwait from Jakarta following their 

arrival on a regular commercial flight. They notified the 
Indonesian Embassy in Kuwait who immediately sought 
collaboration with the Ministry of Foreign Affairs and the 
Ministry of Environment and Forestry in order to repatriate 
these two orangutans. While waiting for repatriation, 
airport authorities entrusted the two baby orangutans 
under the care of Kuwait Zoo.

Initial checks revealed that both were female and aged 2 
years and 6 months old respectively. Kuwait Zoo worked 
together with the government of Indonesia to seek and 
prepare the repatriation of these two orangutan babies in 
the hope that they could be rehabilitated and eventually 
released back in their natural habitat.

The government of Indonesia represented by the 
Directorate of Conservation of Natural Resources and 
Ecosystems of the Ministry of Environment and Forestry 
and the Indonesian Embassy in Kuwait in collaboration 
with the BOS Foundation, succeeded in bringing the two 
baby orangutans home. The babies, named Moza and 
Puspa, were repatriated separately and transported by 
Kuwait Airways. Moza arrived on 13 September 2015, and 
Puspa followed on 23 November 2015, at Soekarno-Hatta 
International Airport in Tangerang, Banten, Indonesia.

During the process of repatriating both orangutans, 
BOS Foundation contributed by providing funds for 
transportation, a set of detailed Standard Operating 
Procedures to ensure safe travel of the infants, as well as an 
experienced veterinarian to conduct initial health checks in 
Kuwait and upon arrival, and in Puspa’s case, accompany 
her during her flight from Kuwait to Jakarta. 

The illegal pet-trade is a significant concern going forward. 
The discovery of these infants followed that of a baby 
male orangutan, Junior, who was intercepted in January 
by authorities at Soekarno-Hatta International Airport in an 
illegal attempt to also smuggle him to Kuwait. We estimate 
that for the infants that make it that far, many more would 
have died during their illegal capture or transportation. 
Infant orangutans are sold in Kalimantan for between IDR 
500,000 and IDR 1,000,000. Internationally the price for an 
infant orangutan can reach between US$40-45,000. It is big 
business and all efforts to crack down on this illegal trade 
must be implemented.
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aSSeSSMent and PerMit aPPLicatiOn FOr reintrOductiOn and tranSLOcatiOn areaS

We have government permission to release 
orangutans from Nyaru Menteng into 
Bukit Batikap Conservation Forest (also 

known simply as Batikap) in Central Kalimantan and 
from Samboja Lestari to Kehje Sewen Forest in East 
Kalimantan. The remaining carrying capacity of the 
two areas at the end of 2015, is 267 orangutans. 
However, the number of orangutans undergoing the 
process of rehabilitation and awaiting reintroduction 
at our two rehabilitation centers is 615.

Although Batikap can still potentially accommodate 
157 orangutans, areas still available to release these 
orangutans into are located in the far north and far 
south that are remote and difficult to access, especially 
during the dry season when the river levels are low.

Other surrounding areas we have surveyed could be 
used for releasing orangutans, although there are 
several limiting conditions.

•	 PT Akhates that owns a forested area in Murung 
Raya Regency had agreed to allocate the northern 
part of the area for orangutan release activities 
conducted by BOS Foundation. However, survey 
results indicate that the most suitable areas for 
releases were located in the southwestern part, 
along Burak River.

•	 The area of Tokan Kole – Batu Ajan in the south 
of PT. Akhates’ concession could accommodate 
around 50-75 orangutans, but the cost of 
supplying logistics was very high due to its 
remoteness and this number is too small to create 
a viable population.

•	 In 2010, BOS Foundation submitted a proposal to 
obtain a former production forest of PT Tunggal 
Pamenang, which covers an area of 66,288 
hectares, as an orangutan release area, under the 
ERC scheme. We were later informed that the 
area overlapped with the interests of many other 
parties, thus the process was halted.

In 2015, our Nyaru Menteng Team conducted feasibility 
surveys and assessments on a 128,390-hectare area 
in Bukit Baka Bukit Raya National Park in an attempt 
to find and secure a new location for orangutan 
reintroductions. The area is located in Katingan 
Regency, Central Kalimantan and consists of five 
blocks—(A) Sei Sanamang Block, (B) Sei Base Block, 
(C) Sei Bimban Block, (D) Sei Mahalat Block and (E) Sei 
Hiran Block—projected to be able to accommodate 
510 orangutans. Reviewing a variety of factors such 
as accessibility, community activities and potential 
conflicts, results of surveys and assessments showed 
Block C and D totaling 74,444 hectares as the best 
potential areas for orangutan reintroduction with a 
carrying capacity of 250-350 orangutans.

Meetings took place with the Bukit Baka Bukit Raya 
National Park Authority and the Directorate of 
Conservation of Natural Resources and Ecosystems 
of the Ministry of Environment and Forestry, where 
BOS Foundations proposed to use these areas for 
orangutan reintroductions from Nyaru Menteng. In 
addition to obtaining permission, many activities are 
still to be completed prior to conducting orangutan 
releases including follow-up surveys to determine 
the suitability of the habitat, socialization activities to 
promote involvement and support from the community 
and other relevant stakeholders, preparation and 
development of the required infrastructure and 
facilities such as camps, transportation means all need 
to be established.

Kehje Sewen Forest in East Kalimantan can 
accommodate up to 150 orangutans and by December 
2015, 40 orangutans had already been reintroduced into 
this forest area. A further 161 releaseable orangutans 
remain in Samboja Lestari awaiting reintroduction, thus 
new forest areas are required to accommodate all the 
orangutans in our care.

reintrOductiOn

Location
Size (Ha) of area 

suitable for 
orangutans

Carrying capacity 
(in number of 
orangutans)

Orangutans 
released up to 

December 2015

Remaining 
carrying capacity 
(per Dec 2015)

Number of 
releasable 

orangutans (per 
Dec 2014)

Bukit Batikap Conservation 
Forest, Central Kalimantan

35,267 312 155 157 454

Kehje Sewen Forest, RHOI 
ERC, East Kalimantan

22,176 150 40 110 161

Total 57,443 462 195 267 615

Table 1. Location and carrying capacity of orangutan release areas in Central Kalimantan and East Kalimantan.

In planning ahead the BOS Foundation proposed 
an additional contiguous 31,810 hectare area for 
orangutan reintroductions. Due to government 
regulations limiting the size of ERC’s we continue 
to lobby support from the Ministry of Environment 
and Forestry to resolve this. 



30 31BOS Foundation - Annual Report 2015 BOS Foundation - Annual Report 2015

Figure 3. Map of Orangutan Release Areas in Bukit Batikap Conservation Forest
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Figure 4. Map of Bukit Baka Bukit Raya National Park
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Figure 5. Map of Orangutan Release Area in Kehje Sewen Forest
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reLeaSing 
OrangutanS 
tO naturaL HaBitat

Releasing orangutans to their natural habitat is the 
main objective of our orangutan rehabilitation 
and reintroduction efforts. Once orangutans 

have learned all the skills they need to survive in the 
wild, our team embarks upon the detailed planning 
required for each reintroduction event to ensure 
successful and safe releases can take place.

In 2015, we continued to release orangutans from Nyaru 
Menteng into Bukit Batikap Conservation Forest, and 
orangutans from Samboja Lestari into Kehje Sewen 
Forest.

All orangutan release candidates progress through 
a final two month quarantine period to undergo 
complete health screening to ensure that they are 
healthy and free from transmissible diseases. DNA tests 
are performed to determine their subspecies origin 
and each orangutan is fitted with a radio transmitter 
for monitoring purposes.

Prior to reintroduction events we coordinate with 
the central government (the Ministry of Environment 
and Forestry), the provincial government, BKSDA 
and regencies government authorities (Murung Raya 
Regency in Central Kalimantan and East Kutai and Kutai 
Kartanegara Regency in East Kalimantan) to ensure all 
permissions and legal requirements are in place.

A total of 33 orangutans were successfully reintroduced 
in 2015; 24 orangutans from Nyaru Menteng were 
released into Bukit Batikap and 9 orangutans from 
Samboja Lestari were released into Kehje Sewen 
Forest. This brings the number of orangutans released 
since 2012 to 195 individuals; 155 orangutans into 
Batikap and 40 orangutans into Kehje Sewen.

The use of air transportion (fixed wing and helicopters) 
to carry orangutans to the forest as conducted in 
previous years was a limited option this year due to 
lack of availability for the specific aircraft we require. 
This year we embarked on overland transportation 

using vehicles and boats. These reintroductions were 
planned in great detail to cover every eventuality 
including the development of travel cage floatation 
devices to ensure the safety of the orangutans should 
we encounter problems along the rivers. A new transit 
enclosure was established along the route to Batikap 
where orangutans were able to rest and recover midway 
along their journey if needed, and a limited number of 
orangutans were transported at anyone time.
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POSt-reLeaSe 
MOnitOring

Post-release monitoring is essential to assess the health of released 
orangutans and ensure their adaptation in their new environment. The 
challenge is to maintain these new populations and to ensure they are 
healthy and well protected long into the future. The combination of post-
release monitoring and health intervention, where needed, aims ensure 
that our orangutan reintroductions are successful and that each individual 
orangutan is afforded the best possible chance of survival.

During the first 1-2 months post-release, we aim to follow orangutans nest-
to-nest to record data on their behavior and adaptation. This includes diet, 
nesting, ranging and general health. After this initial period, orangutans are 
monitored nest-to-nest six days per month. The frequency gradually decreases 
to six days every two months for a year. The Post-Release Monitoring (PRM) 
teams collect daily radio-tracking data along exisiting transects to search for 
signals of all orangutans released. When an orangutan’s signal is detected, 
the teams will follow the signal and try to obtain direct observation data and 
to record her/his health condition and behavior. We prioritise orangutans of 
concern and increase observations or intervene where appropriate.

Utimately our goal is to ensure orangutans are surviving and thriving in 
their new environment and our measure of success is that an orangutan has 
reached a one-year milestone unaided. Between 2012 and 2015, three (7.5%) 
orangutan deaths were recorded in Kehje Sewen and two orangutans were 
retrieved and returned to Samboja Lestari. Of the orangutans retrieved one 
suffered a persistent wound that refused to heal and one repeatedly visited 
communities creating human-orangutan conflict situations. This year also 
saw the birth of our first wild baby in Kehje Sewen. 

In the Bukit Batikap Conservation Forest, 13 (8%) of the 155 released 
orangutans  are known, or presumed, to have died since 2012. One new 
baby was born in 2015, meaning in total three wild babies have been born in 
Batikap since 2012.

ouR ReintRoduCtion 
suCCess RAte in KeHJe 
seWen BY tHe end of 

2015 WAs 74%

ouR ReintRoduCtion 
suCCess RAte in BuKit 

BAtiKAp BY tHe end of 
2015 WAs  71%-92%

released & alive

37 144

born in Forest

1 3

released & deceased

3 11

kehje sewen batikap
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Recording detailed post-release monitoring 
data has been crucial to the success of 
our reintroduction program. It helps us 
understand successes and failures and allows 
us to adapt our rehabilitation methods 
accordingly. Current results demonstrate 
that semi-wild orangutans proved extremely 
successful in adapting back to life in the wild, 
which one would expect. The adaptation 
of rehabilitated orangutans however, very 
much depends on their life history. For 
example, orangutans who were held captive 
by humans as pets for long periods, meaning 
they were not rescued until they were 6 years 
or more and hence did not have the benefit 
of forest learning early on in their lives, have 
been the least successful in adapting. Young 
individuals who were born and raised on pre-
release islands showed remarkable ability to 
adapt and, in most cases, quickly separated 
themselves from their mothers to claim their 
independence and establish their own home 
range. 

Other factors are important to consider 
during reintroductions, including timing 
release events with seasonal fruit availability 
to ensure food is not a factor limiting the 
success of a reintroduction. In summary our 
teams consider all the different factors to 
provide the best chance of success to each 
individual orangutan.

Our results suppOrt and strengthen Our Original theOry that fOrest 
learning – thrOugh Our fOrest schOOls and pre-release islands - fOr an 
Orangutan at a yOung age is critical fOr successful reintrOductiOns.

PatrOLS and PrOtectiOn

To keep our field teams in the forest healthy and 
motivated, we need to ensure we accommodate them 
comfortably. This year saw the completion of our new 
main basecamp in Bukit Batikap in Central Kalimantan 
thanks to support from World Animal Protection, 
and our new camp in the southern area of the Kehje 
Sewen Forest in East Kalimantan, Camp Nles Mamse. 
Camp Nles Mamse will accommodate our PRM team 
monitoring orangutans reintroduced into the southern 
area of our ERC. 

From our camps the teams monitor the orangutans 
progress, but also conduct general patrols, collect 
phenology data and data on other biodiversity in the 
region including birds, mammals and reptiles.

neW caMPS
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Conserving these new orangutan populations is of course 
paramount to our work and although our forest release 
sites are largely isolated and difficult to access, no place on 
Borneo remains untouched. Kehje Sewen is an Ecosystem 
Restoration Concession under our direct management, 
hence our patrol teams range daily throughout the forest 
recording radio tracking signals and monitoring illegal 
forest activities. In Bukit Batikap, this is a government 
owned Conservation Forest and here we work with the 
local BKSDA and SPORC (Forest Police) teams to regularly 
patrol the forest to ensure its conservation.

90%
survival rate



40 41BOS Foundation - Annual Report 2015 BOS Foundation - Annual Report 2015

FIGHTING & 
PREVENTIONFire

2015 was a predicted El Niño year with 
the event causing a prolonged 
dry season. Vegetation dried 

out and became fuel for huge fire outbreaks all over 
the island, worsened by illegal land clearing activities 
through burning. Over 2 million hectares of forest was 
lost to fire in 2015, and firefighting became a daily way 
of life for all of our teams.

In Samboja Lestari, fires started in September 
2015, triggered by activities of the surrounding 
local communities who were clearing their lands 
for agriculture. The Samboja Lestari team worked 
together with local firefighters, the Indonesian 
Military, Pertamina, TOTAL and the Regional Disaster 
Management Agency to extinguish the fires. 
Nevertheless, a total of 266 hectares were destroyed.
Samboja Lestari continued to collaborate with the 
local police and the Indonesian Military to conduct 
community outreach activities and socialize the danger 
of burning practices to clear lands. The joint team also 
carried out routine patrols to prevent further outbreaks.

Post-fires the BOS Foundation received support from 
VICO Indonesia who lent us heavy equipment to repair 
access roads and establish water sources in anticipation 
of future fires. The Swiss Embassy in Jakarta, Coca Cola 
Amatil Indonesia and the National Electricity Company 
also contributed by planting an eight-hectare area with 
hardwoods and fruit trees. The BOS Foundation will 
continue to garner support to restore the entire area 
devastated by fire.

In Nyaru Menteng, fires came dangerously close to our 
orangutan facilities, but thankfully were extinguished. 
However, smoke levels resulting from island-wide 
outbreaks was very high. Central Kalimantan was 
covered in thick haze for over two months, leading to 
Acute Respiratory Infections within 16 baby orangutans 
and one adult. 

El Niño is a wEathEr phENomENoN 
that occurs irrEgularly iN thE 

EastErN tropical pacific EvEry two 
to sEvEN yEars. whEN thE tradE 
wiNds that usually blow from 

East to wEst wEakEN, sEa surfacE 
tEmpEraturEs start risiNg, sEttiNg 

off a chaiN of wEathEr impacts. 

In Mawas, fires engulfed a total of 15,442 hectares, 
especially in the northern part of Block A where 
78% of the total areas burned by fires occurred. As 
a peat forest with dense deep carbon stocks, fire 
travels underground erupting in different locations 
making it impossible to control. In addition to natural 
forest, many plantations belonging to local people 
including rubber and rattan plantations as well as 
an area previously reforested by the communities 
were burnt. Fires were caused in part by local people 
clearing lands for farming purposes or during hunting 
or fishing expeditions. 

Our Mawas Team assisted by firefighters from 
nearby villages together with the Indonesian 
Military, regional firefighters, firefighters from 
Tuanan Orangutan Research Station and the 
Regional Disaster Management Agency along 
with surrounding communities worked tirelessly 
to extinguish the spreading fires. BOS Foundation 
launched an appeal for support, which was met with 
overwhelming support from our global partners and 
supporters. The long awaited rains started in mid-
October, extinguishing the remaining traces of fire in 
Mawas. 

We encounter fires annually each dry season and have 
in place detailed and integrated Fire Management 
Plans, new infrastructure and facilities to fight fire 
during future outbreaks. 
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cOMMunitY deVeLOPMent 

PrOgraM

local communities as a major stakeholder play a 
crucial role in supporting the BOS Foundation’s 
activities. The main focus of the BOS Foundation’s 

Community Development Strategies both in Central 
and East Kalimantan is the development of sustainable 
livelihood alternatives for the communities who live in 
and around orangutan habitat. We aim to promote and 
nurture the sustainable development of all aspects of 
life including social, environmental and economic, and 
to increase participation and support of surrounding 
communities to protect orangutans, their habitat and 
other natural resources.

arOund BOS FOundatiOn 
Orangutan reHaBiLitatiOn 
centerS in centraL and eaSt 
KaLiMantan
We continue to actively involve communities around 
all areas of our work. For our orangutan rehabilitation 
centers in Nyaru Menteng and Samboja Lestari, local 
groups supply sustainable food for our orangutans. 
A variety of fruit and vegetables were supplied by 
23 farmers groups from six villages in Bukit Batu 
Sub-district, Tangkiling for our population at Nyaru 
Menteng. Whislt 20 farmers groups supplied monthly 
food for our population at Samboja Lestari.

Our Nyaru Menteng Team also provides assistance for 
residents within the surrounding villages by helping 
them apply for and obtain identity cards and birth 
certificates.

Local communities around Samboja Lestari are 
involved in planting activities, plant maintenance and 
the establishment of sample plots to demonstrate how 
to produce organic fertilizers from organic animal food 
waste.

arOund tHe Orangutan 
reLeaSe SiteS in centraL
and eaSt KaLiMantan
In Central Kalimantan, community development 
activities around Bukit Batikap Conservation Forest 
were ongoing and the team continued to maintain 
good relationships and communicate regularly with 
residents of Tumbang Naan Village and Tumbang 
Tohan Village, the two villages closest to Batikap.

In East Kalimantan, community development 
activities were implemented through the BOS 
Foundation’s program; Orangutan Habitat 
Restoration (RHO) with the main objective being 
to maintain solid relationships with three villages 
around Kehje Sewen; Dea Beq, Diaq Lay and Bea 
Nehas. The majority of inhabitants in these villages 
are of the indigenous Dayak Wehea tribe, hence we 

For the past few years, our community development 
program in Mawas has been conducted in four 
villages—Timpah and Lawang Kajang in Kapuas 
Regency and Batampang and Sungai Jaya in South 
Barito Regency—consisting of activities such as capacity 
building, improvement of economic conditions through 
sustainable alternative livelihoods, and development 
of micro credit schemes, funded by Civilsamfund i 
Udvikling (CISU) Denmark in cooperation with StO 
Denmark. Remarkably, the micro credit development 
program in Timpah Village is now self-funded by the 

arOund WiLd Orangutan 
naturaL HaBitat in 
tHe MaWaS area

community as a continuation of a micro credit project 
previously funded by BOS Switzerland.

Specific activities in the four villages included 
facilitating the creation of village development plans, 
building the capacity of local people, providing 
advocacy for local needs, mapping natural resource 
potentials, providing assistance in the creation of 
natural resources management plans, and building 
awareness on the importance of restoring and 
sustainably managing natural resources in order 
to protect sources of income. These activities will 
continue until 2017. The end goal is establishing 
ownership of the local natural resources and the 
capacity to advocate the rights and needs of their 
people to the government and other stakeholders.

Our Mawas Team furthermore assisted various 
community groups in the development of sustainable 
business plans and the establishment of local fire 
teams. The team also donated basic firefighting 
equipment and consistently took part in patrol and 
monitoring activities.

As a result of their consistent efforts, two villages—
Batampang and Sungai Jaya—have won the 
support of the regency government of South 
Barito in realizing their village development plans. 
Batampang Village received assistance to repair the 
village roads and jetties, while Sungai Jaya Village 
received fishing equipment and wooden boats in 
support of their efforts to protect their fisheries. The 
villages of Timpah and Lawang Kajang are expected 
to obtain similar support from the Kapuas Regency 
government in 2016.

facilitated the establishment of the Indigenous Dayak 
Wehea Forum and the Indigenous Dayak Wehea Forest 
to strengthen local knowledge and customary laws 
specifically to gain support for orangutan conservation 
and protection of their habitat.

Working together with the Village Community 
Development Institute (LPMK) in Samarinda and 
Save the Orangutan (StO) from Denmark, the BOS 
Foundation conducted assessments of socio-
economic conditions in the three villages to gather 
information on the needs and requirements of the 
communities as the basis to determine best approach 
and to prepare community development and capacity 
building strategies. In addition, we collaborated with 
PT Narkata Rimba to use one of the company’s main 
roads to access Kehje Sewen.
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reSearcH and 
deVeLOPMent

In collaboration with Zurich University, the National University (UNAS) in 
Jakarta, Rutgers University in the U.S.A. and the government of Kapuas 
Regency, research from the Tuanan Orangutan Research Station in Mawas 
continues on wild orangutans. Studies include data collection on the wild 
population here including diet, physiology, behavior, health and habitat. 

WiLd Orangutan reSearcH

Environmental education is a critical program to spread awareness on 
the conservation of Bornean orangutans and their habitat amoung the 
younger generations, especially elementary and junior high school 
students. BOS Foundation teams continued to visit schools, including 
international schools in Bogor and Jakarta, through our Orangutan 
Goes to School program. In East Kalimantan, Samboja Lestari frequently 
welcomed students from various schools who visited the center to learn 
about orangutan conservation, habitat protection and land rehabilitation. 
School visits were also conducted in Central Kalimantan. In addition, 
environmental education was disseminated through our Information 
Center at Nyaru Menteng and also the Tuanan Orangutan Research 
Station that regularly tutored the students of Tuanan Elementary School 
as well as schools in five surrounding villages.

enVirOnMentaL educatiOn

Funded by SDSU-NASA and in collaboration with South Dakota State 
University, University of Montana, Bogor Institute of Agriculture and 
the Forestry Research and Development Agency, the BOS Foundation 
collaborated on a research project focused on the impact of fires and 
the emission levels of peatland forest in Mawas due to fire, through 
hydrology monitoring, vegetation monitoring, fuel materials monitoring 
and an evaluation of fire incidents. The activities will continue until 2017. 
The results—particularly on emissions—will provide valuable inputs for 
INCAS (Indonesian National Carbon Accounting System).

reSearcH On Fire and tHe eMiSSiOn 
LeVeL OF PeatLand
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ManageMent
PracticeS

BeSt 
FaciLitating BeSt 
ManageMent PracticeS 
(BMP) On tHe ManageMent 
OF Orangutan HaBitat in OiL 
PaLM PLantatiOnS

Most orangutans in our two Orangutan 
Rehabilitation Centers were direct victims of 
habitat loss or conflict with oil palm plantations. 

We need to find solutions to reduce the pressure 
development creates for wild populations, especially 
those populations outside of protected forest. To 
do this the BOS Foundation continued to develop 
our Best Management Practices (BMP) program on 
the management of orangutan habitat in oil palm 
plantations.

Our Mawas Conservation Program continued to work 
with Central Kalimantan’s Technical Team and the 
regency of East Kotawaringin as well as PT Mentaya 
Sawit Mas to implement BMPs in High Conservation 
Value (HCV) forest within the company’s plantation in 
East Kotawaringin, which is inhabited by wild orangutans. 
Representatives of five surrounding villages were given 
training on participatory mapping of the conservation 
area, including parts of the area that border with the 
five villages. Four of the five villages agreed to sign an 
agreement to jointly manage the conservation area. 
Results of the training were published and presented at a 
local exhibition in the attempt to widely disseminate the 
lessons learned. The BMP agreement ended in August 
2015, however was extended for a further two years. 

BOS Foundation also collaborated with three private 
companies; two oil palm plantations in Pangkalan Bun, 

Central Kalimantan—PT Kalimantan Sawit Abadi (KSA) 
and PT Sawit Mandiri Lestari (SML)—and one oil and 
gas company in Sangatta, East Kalimantan, VICO 
Indonesia, to conduct orangutan population surveys in 
their concession areas.

Around five or six individuals were found in the 
500-hectare conservation area of KSA. The conservation 
area was suitable enough as orangutan habitat and 
recommended to be put under direct management 
of KSA. In the 19,000-hectare forest area of SML, all of 
which was planned to be converted into an oil palm 
plantation, the team found 23-25 orangutans. Given 
the survey results, BOS Foundation advised SML 
to keep part of the forest as a conservation area for 
orangutans.

Surveys in VICO Indonesia’s concession were conducted 
in three different locations, each of the size of 5-10 
hectares. A total of four to six orangutans were found. 
However, the forest was not suitable for orangutans. 
Translocation activities were recommended to relocate 
the individuals to a safer area. These activities were 
to be conducted by the East Kalimantan Natural 
Resources Conservation Authority (BKSDA).

Orangutan population surveys and assessments of the 
condition of their habitat, both in HCV areas and in 
areas to be cleared for oil palm plantations or other 
interests, are crucial to minimize potential conflicts in 
the future and to plan for the sustainable management 
of the entire area in collaboration with various 
stakeholders.



48 49BOS Foundation - Annual Report 2015 BOS Foundation - Annual Report 2015

BuiLding 
inStitutiOnaL 
and StaFF 
caPacitY

Across all of our programs our staff numbered 422 by the end of 
2015, including four international Senior Advisors or consultants. 

The BOS Foundation continued to build staff capacity and provide 
professional development opportunities to employees through various 
workshops, seminars and networking events at a local, national and 
international level, including participation in the exchange program with 
Taronga Zoo and Melbourne Zoo in Australia for animal care technicians, 
supported by BOS Australia and The Orangutan Project (TOP).

BOS Foundation contributes in a major way to the 
conservation of Bornean orangutans including 
the direct care of just under 700 ex-captive wild 

born orangutans with the support of over 420 staff.  
Together with our focus on habitat and wild orangutan 
conservation this is a significant contribution towards 
saving this species, which requires significant funding. 

Together with our fundraising strategies developed 
to strengthen and diversify long-term funding 
opportunities, we also developed and expanded our 
fundraising efforts in-country.

Our small Fundraising Team seeks funding through 
grant giving institutions and foundations, while 
continuing to maintain solid relationships with our 
main global partners. Over the past few years, we have 
engaged the corporate sector in Indonesia through 
Corporate Social Responsibility programs and joint 
cooperations with much success. 

Online giving is a major tool for global support and 
this year we further strengthened our online program 
and increased support through face to face fundraising 
through various events, appeals and campaigns, our 
adoption program, individual donations, orangutan 
merchandise, Samboja Lodge and, the newest 
product, Orangutan Lifesavers (OLS). Sales of BOS 
Foundation merchandise such as t-shirts, orangutan 
soft toys and bracelets are also sold online at http://
shop.orangutan.or.id/.

This year we held or participated in 33 fundraising 
activities and events, including bazaars, Orangutan 
Goes to School programs, collaboration with other 
organizations such as CISV Mosaic, Jakarta Highland 
Games, Car Free Day, The Wave Movie Soiree and 
Premiere and FSI Peka Fund. This year’s appeals were 

developed in conjunction with Valentine’s Day and 
International Orangutan Day, as well as to raise funds 
for Salat Island, firefighting, and the construction of 
baby houses, each in Samboja Lestari and Nyaru 
Menteng.

Collaborating with Swiss-Belhotel International 
(SBI) and supported by Quicksilver Indonesia (QS) 
and Coca-Cola Amatil Indonesia (CCAI), the BOS 
Foundation initiated the #SAVEDODO fundraising 
campaign through the sales of #SAVEDODO t-shirts 
especially designed by QS, in SBI and QS outlets 
across Indonesia. This is a great campaign designed 
to generate awareness and support.

FundraiSing
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Our ecotourism activities center around Samboja Lodge in East 
Kalimantan. Here visitors can visit and learn about orangutans, 
sun bears and natural habitat whilst staying in our comfortable 
accommodation facilities. Samboja Lodge offers limited tours 
to the orangutan island and sun bear sanctuary as well as to 
other natural attractions around Samboja Lestari.

The Fundraising Team established several cooperations this 
year with the private sector, the government and NGOs, 
including collaborations with oil palm plantation companies 
in the planning and implementation of Best Management 
Practices (BMP). Additional staff were recruited to support 
various fundraising activities, including a Communication 
and Fundraising Advisor and Event Officer, plus replacement 
recruiting of our Fundraising Coordinator and Fundraising 
Officer positions.

The combination of fundraising efforts from the BOS Foundation 
and our global partners raised 107% of the total expenditure in 
2015. Funds are managed by our Finance Team based at our 
Bogor Headquarters and annually audited by an independent 
accounting firm.
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?
cOMMunicatiOn

WHat We 
HaVe dOne 

Raising awareness on the importance of 
conserving of orangutans and their habitat 
and, in turn, garnering support is a crucial part 

of our work. Dissemination of information and key 
messages are conveyed through our website, social 
media (Facebook, Instagram, Twitter), online media 
and traditional national and international media 
(print media and electronic media such as radio and 
television).

In 2015, we started a new #PhotoOfTheWeek 
program featuring orangutan conservation-related 
photographs, which were published on social media. 
The team has also started to promote the extraordinary 
work of the BOS Foundation team under the theme 
“Orangutan Warriors” starring six main characters—
Dr. Jamartin Sihite (CEO), Agus Irwanto (Samboja 
Lestari Program Manager, Denny Kurniawan (Nyaru 
Menteng Program Manager), Jhanson Regalino 
(Mawas Program Manager), Dr. Aldrianto Priadjati 
(RHO Program Manager) and Fransiska Sulistyo 
(Animal Welfare Coordinator). The BOS Foundation 
also featured in numerous print media, one of which 
was Jawa Pos that covered the many tasks of our 
orangutan babysitters in conjunction with Valentine’s 
Day 2015.

To expose our work internationally, we submitted two 
orangutan release videos to participate in the Jackson 
Hole Wildlife International Film Festival, which were 
included in the Festival’s Media Guide, hence available 
for all guests and visitors.

In conjunction with Earth Day and Orangutan 
Day, BOS Foundation also received in-kind 
support from Bank Central Asia (BCA) allowing 
us to loop-play a one-minute video on the 
giant screen of BCA Tower, which is located in 
the busiest area of Jakarta.

Also in 2015, our CEO, Dr. Jamartin Sihite, 
was awarded the Ian Redmond Conservation 
Award, which is an excellent achievement 
which exposes the amazing work of the BOS 
Foundation.

Collaborating with our partner organization, 
Save the Orangutan (StO), the BOS Foundation 
published 10 short films, each exposing 
important elements of orangutan conservation 
work by our medical team, the babysitters, 
the technicians, the Mawas Team, community 
development and enrichment, among others.

Efforts to increase awareness in orangutan and 
habitat conservation also takes place from the 
Information Center of Nyaru Menteng. Here 
the general public can visit the Information 
Center to learn about orangutan conservation 
and observe some of the orangutans through 
a glass wall. In 2015, we received 6,577 visitors 
from all over the world. In Samboja Lestari, 
visitors and guests are encouraged to stay at 
Samboja Lodge or take a half-day tour to visit 
several BOS Foundation facilities. 



54 55BOS Foundation - Annual Report 2015 BOS Foundation - Annual Report 2015

WeBSite 
and SOciaL 
Media in 
2015

396
neWS

cOVerage

40
PHOtO OF
tHe WeeK

77
WeB

StOrieS

716
FaceBOOK

POStS

5
VideOS

tHOuSandS
tWeetS

11
PreSS

reLeaSeS
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SuPPOrting 
MateriaLS FOr 

FundraiSing and 
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tHe BOS FOundatiOn 
KaLeidOScOPe 2007 - 2015

At the end of 2015, BOS Foundation 
published a “kaleidoscope” or a timeline 
summarizing achievements and challenges 
in orangutan conservation from 2007 to 2015 
in relation to the Indonesian Orangutan 
Conservation Strategies and Action Plan 
2007-2017 launched in December 2007, which 
obligated orangutan rehabilitation centers in 
Indonesia to release all eligible rehabilitated 
orangutans at the latest by 2015
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Future iMPactS, 
cHaLLengeS, and 
OPPOrtunitieS aHead

in order to achieve the Bos 
foundation’s vision and mission of 

conserving Bornean orangutans 
and their habitat, there are three 

inter-related aspects that must 
be regarded as one inseparable 

unit: the orangutan, the forest as 
orangutan habitat, and the people 

(the public in general and the 
communities around orangutan 

habitat in particular).

the prolonged dry season in 2015 worsened by 
the El Niño phenomenon had a tremendous 
impact on the conservation of orangutan habitat. 

Widespread forest fires and thick haze that covered 
Kalimantan in September and October brought 
negative effects on the health of not only humans, 
but also animals including protected wildlife such as 
orangutans and indeed all living organisms. A total of 
60 orangutans had to be translocated from their habitat 
to a safer new forest areas. In Central Kalimantan, 39 
orangutans were translocated from a badly burned area 
in Mawas to a more secure area, also within Mawas, and 
18 orangutans were relocated to Sebangau National 
Park. In East Kalimantan, three orangutans were moved 
to the Dayak Wehea Indigenous Forest in Muara Wahau. 
Moving into 2016, many more orangutans are awaiting 
rescue.

During the fire and haze tragedy, we halted our 
orangutan release activities; the priority shifted to 
extinguishing the fires, preventing them from spreading 
and rescuing orangutans victimized by the fires.

Rescue and translocation should be the last option, 
because in an ideal world, orangutans should be 
able to live safely and freely in their own forest home. 
However, illegal logging, land clearing by burning, 
forest conversion into plantations and other interests, 
and poaching to feed the illegal wildlife market remain 
the biggest challenges. In Mawas, huge logs harvested 
illegally are still often observed being transported 
openly via the rivers. BOS Foundation continues to 
report all of our findings to the authorities, but to date 
such violations still go about unabated. It is urgent that 
the government intensifies its commitment to combat 
illegal logging and other threats once and for all.
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GEOGRAPHIC LOCATIONS OF SITES 
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FinanciaL rePOrt 2015

Asset DECEMBER 31, 2015 DECEMBER 31, 2014

Current Asset

Cash and Cash Equivalents  25.303.420.937  21.206.356.857 

Account Receivable  149.331.400  306.295.400 

Advances  2.626.336.727  2.195.486.722 

Prepaid Expenses  57.809.550  304.557.412 

Inventory  197.240.100  76.551.052 

Total Current Assets  28.334.138.714  24.089.247.443 

Non Current Asset

Investment in Shares  176.300.000  843.525.000 

Fixed Assets  28.822.125.908  21.795.288.727 
of accumulated depreciation of Rp 16.504.538.786 in 
2015 and Rp 14.928.804.410 in 2014  - 

Deferred Expenses  -  816.666.470 

Other Assets  16.338.439.413  13.057.352.620 

Total Non Current Assets  45.336.865.321  36.512.832.817 

Total Assets  73.671.004.035  60.602.080.260 

LIABILITIES AND NET ASSETS

Current Liabilities

Accounts Payable Third Parties  980.778.311  465.465.869 

Tax Payables  299.532.275  285.445.641 

Accrued Expenses  124.244.950  140.324.000 

Short Term Financing Payable  291.732.261  402.661.292 

Total Liabilities 1.696.287.796 1.293.896.802

Non Current Liabilities

Long Term Financing Payable  126.766.228  - 

Total Non Current Liabilities  126.766.228

NET ASSETS

Restricted  63.680.527.765  55.876.764.072 

Unrestricted  8.167.422.245  3.431.419.386 

Total Net Assets  71.847.950.010  59.308.183.458 

TOTAL LIABILITIES AND NET ASSETS  73.671.004.035  60.602.080.260 

STATEMENT OF FINANCIAL POSITION 31 DECEMbER 2015 AND 2014 (AuDITED)
ALL FIGuRES IN IDR 

DECEMBER 31, 2015 DECEMBER 31, 2014

REVENUES

Donation  64.796.923.440  55.074.310.470 

Interest Income  382.756.210  306.528.910 

Total Revenues  65.179.679.650  55.380.839.380 

OPERATING EXPENSES – by project classification

Nyaru Menteng Orangutan Reintroduction  23.616.096.115  21.857.557.407 

Samboja Lestari Program  11.419.571.225  8.649.711.854 

Mawas Conservation Program  5.421.775.049  5.225.284.836 

RHO Project  6.861.160.665  4.197.783.733 

Management and General Expenses  5.495.124.353  6.176.104.192 

Total Operating Expenses  52.813.727.406  46.106.442.022 

Increase (Decrease) Net Assets  12.365.952.244  9.274.397.358 

Adjusment of Last Year’s Net Assets  173.814.309  366.631.804 

Net Assets at Beginning of The Year  59.308.183.458 49.667.154.295

NET ASSETS AT ENDING OF THE YEAR  71.847.950.010 59.308.183.458

ACTIVITY REPORT 31 DECEMbER 2015 AND 2014 (AuDITED)
ALL FIGuRES IN IDR 
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dOnOrS

2015 The BOS Foundation would like to extend our sincere gratitude to 
our partners and donors for their ongoing support to orangutan 
conservation. Your generosity makes our work possible and we 
look forward to your continuous contribution in the future. 

abaxis gmbh
acg international school
australian independent school balikpapan
british school jakarta
borneo eye wear
citi indonesia
cisv-ic mosaic indonesia
danida
embassy of switzerland
embassy of united state of the america
Forina
First state investments indonesia
First state indoequity (peka Fund)
helmut
humane society international
grand indonesia mall
jakarta highland gathering
grasp
margot marsh biodiversity Foundation
nasa – sdsu
outrop
orangutan outreach
orangutan conservancy
orangutan crisis Foundation
orangutan land trust
ovaid
pt. bank central asia tbk.
pt. bank negara indonesia tbk.
pt. bumitama gunajaya agro grup
pt. bridgestone tire indonesia
pt. coca-cola amatil indonesia
pt. dewata sawit nusantara (dsn)
pt. iceland seafood barraclough ltd
pt. kalimantan sawit abadi
pt. monica hijau lestari (the body shop indonesia)
pt. musim mas
pt. mustika sembuluh (wilmar group)
pt. pln (persero) wilayah kaltim

All of our donors from around the world: pt. santiniluwansa properti indonesia
pt. sawit mandiri lestari
pt. syam surya mandiri (anggana Farmer members)
pt. swarkarsa grup
pt. sharp electronics indonesia
pt. virginia indonesia co.
pt. windu nabatindo lestari (bga group)
pt. Quiksilver indonesia
ralf bohle gmbh
rolland projects
rynkeby Foods
rutgers university
sekolah al azhar syifa budi
sekolah bogor raya
sekolah global mandiri
sekolah perancis balikpapan
sekolah noah
singapore Zoological gardens
swiss-belhotel international
swiss-belhotel balikpapan
swiss Foundation
total e & p indonesia
the great projects
the born Free Foundation (grsap)
the orangutan project (top)
trek Force
universitas palangkaraya
universitas nasional jakarta
us Fish and wildlife service (usFws)
usaid lestari
usaid tetra tech ard / iFacs
vier pfoten
wageningen university, netherland
world animal protection
wow borneo – kalimantan tours destination
wwF indonesia
Zurich university
Zoos victoria
others individual supporters 

bos australia
bos deutschland e.v.
bos japan
bos luxembourg

bos switzerland
orangutan protection Foundation
save the orangutan

Partner Organisations:

AdvISORS TO BOARd OF TRuSTEES

THE BOARd OF SuPERvISORS

•	 Prof. Dr. Ir. Bungaran Saragih (Chairman)

•	 Ir. H. Djamaludin Suryohadikusumo

•	 Dr. Ir. Wilhelmus Theodorus Maria Smits

•	 Major General Basofi Sudirman, Ret.

•	 Drs. Widodo Sukohadi Ramono, M.M. 

•	 Prof. Dr. Sutan Remy Sjahdeini, S.H., FCBArb

•	 Dr. Ir. H. Marzuki Usman, M.A.

•	 Dr. Jatna Supriatna

BOARd OF dIRECTORS 
•	 Dr. Ir. Jamartin Sihite (Chairman & CEO)

•	 Meirini Sucahyo, M.Sc. (Secretary)

•	 Yonata M. Syarief (Treasurer)

THE BOARd OF TRuSTEES

OrganiSatiOn
Structure

2015

•	 Deputy CEO:  Jacqueline  Sunderland-Groves, MPhil.

•	 Communications: Meirini Sucahyo, M.Sc.

•	 Fundraising: Riana Andam Dewi, S.E.

•	 Central Kalimantan Orangutan Reintroduction 

     Program at Nyaru Menteng: Lone Droscher  Nielsen

•	 Scientific Advisor to the Orangutan Reintroduction 

     Program at Nyaru Menteng: Simon Husson

•	 Scientific Advisor to the Peatland Restoration 

     at Mawas Conservation Program: Laura Graham

SENIOR AdvISORS TO THE CEO
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HEAdquARTER OFFICERS

EAST KALImANTAN OFFICERS

SuPPORTING ExPERT CONSuLTANTS

•	  HRD, Administration, Accounting,  and Finance: Agung Wahyu Wasisto, S.E., M.M.

•	  Program Planning, Monitoring & Evaluation: Ir. Baba S. Barkah

•	  Communications: Paulina L. Ela, S.Si.

•	  Fundraising: Yeni Novitasari, S.Kom.

•	  Animal Welfare: drh. Fransisca Sulistyo

•	 Samboja Lestari Orangutan  Reintroduction and Land 

     Rehabilitation Program:  drh. Agus Irwanto 

•	  Orangutan Habitat Restoration  Program:  Dr. Aldrianto Priadjati

•	 Dr. Jito Sugardjito (Chairman)

•	 Prof. Anne Russon (Secretary)

•	 Prof. Carel van Schaik

•	 Prof. Jan van Hooff

•	 Dr. Cheryl Knott

•	 Dr. Randall Kyes

•	 Mr. Norm Rosen

•	 Dr. R. Shumaker

•	 Dr. Sri Suci Utami Atmoko

•	 Dr. T. Stoinski

•	 Dr. I. Singleton

•	 C. Sodaro

•	 D. Cox

•	 Dr. S. Wich

•	 Dr. A. Marshall

•	 Dr. B. Beck

•	 Dr. M. Ancrenaz

•	 Dr. Erin Vogel

CENTRAL KALImANTAN OFFICERS

SCIENTIFIC AdvISORy BOARd (SAB)

•	 Nyaru Menteng Orangutan  Reintroduction Program: Denny  Kurniawan

•	  Mawas Conservation Program:  Jhanson Regalino
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gLOSSarY
BKSDA Natural Resources Conservation Authority

BMP Best Management Practices

BPN National Land Agency

CCAI Coca Cola Amatil Indonesia

CEO Chief Executive Officer

CISU Civilsamfund i Udvikling

ERC Ecosystem Restoration Concession

INCAS Indonesian National Carbon Accounting System

KPHL Protected Forest Management Unit, which makes up part of the Forest 

Management Unit (KPH). All or most of KPHL area consist of protected forest.

LPMK Village Community Development Institute

NASA National Aeronautics and Space Administration

Orangutan Rehabilitation The process of restoring the health and/or the behavior of orangutans in order 

to reestablish their ability to survive and to reproduce in their natural habitat.

PLG One Million Hectares Peatland Development Project

PLN National Electricity Company

PRM Post-Release Monitoring

Reintroduction The effort to preserve a species in an area that was historically recorded as its 

natural habitat.

RHOI Indonesian Orangutan Habitat Restoration

SCU Special Care Unit

SPO Tuanan Tuanan Orangutan Research Station in Mawas area, Mantangai Sub-district, 

Kapuas Regency

StO Save the Orangutan

SDSU South Dakota State University

SPI Saluran Primer Induk (Main Primary Canal)

Tabat A word originating from a dialect of a Dayak tribe in Central Kalimantan, which 

means a wooden block, in this case used to blockade a canal.

Tatas A word originating from a dialect of a Dayak tribe in Central Kalimantan, which 

means a small canal, created manually in peatlands as an access into the forest.

TOP The Orangutan Project

Translocation The process of relocating or moving of rescued wild orangutans to a new viable 

habitat.

TTKP Technical Team of the Cooperation Program, a government-established team 

in Central Kalimantan tasked with coordinating and integrating with the BOS 

Foundation as well as monitoring the program’s activities.

UNAS National University, Jakarta
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BORNEO ORANGUTAN
SURVIVAL FOUNDATION

Jalan Papandayan No. 10 Bogor 
16151 Indonesia
Phone +62 (0)251 831 4468 
            +62 (0)251 831 4469
Fax      +62 (0)251 832 3142
Email : yayasanbos@orangutan.or.id
Website : www.orangutan.or.id
Facebook : BOS Foundation
Twiter : @bornean_ou

Bank : BNI 
Cabang: 
Fatmawati, Jakarta, Indonesia
Swift Code : BNINIDJAFMI
Nomor Akun : 
000532 8797
Nama Akun : 
Yayasan Penyelamatan
Orangutan Borneo
Mata Uang : IDR

Mata Uang Lain

Bank: Standard Chartered Bank
Branch: Jakarta, Indonesia
Swift Code: SCBLIDJX
Nomor Akun: 
Yayasan Penyelamatan 
Orangutan Borneo
Nomor Akun :  
USD:  306060 82473
Euro:  306061 50185
GBP:  306060 82481

Informasi Bank

Bank: BCA
Cabang: 
Juanda, Bogor
Swift Code: CENAIDJA
Nomor Akun:
095 347 7669
Nama Akun:
Yayasan Penyelamatan
Orangutan Borneo
Mata Uang: IDR


