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SAMBOJA LESTARI, EAST KALIMANTAN, 22/04/2022 

Green Electricity Comes to Samboja Lestari! 

The BOS Foundation's Orangutan Rehabilitation and Land Rehabilitation Centre in 
Samboja Lestari, East Kalimantan, now has the ability to meet its electricity needs in a 
more environmentally friendly way, with a new solar power plant. This facility was built 
with the help of fundraising by some of our international partner organisations.  

After years of relying on electricity generated from fossil fuel generators, the BOS Foundation is finally 
able to provide electricity in a more environmentally friendly and sustainable way. Two of the six 
international partner organisations of the BOS Foundation, namely BOS Switzerland and BOS Australia, 
funded the construction of a solar power plant capable of generating up to 272 kW of renewable 
energy an hour. This electricity supply is adequate enough to meet the electricity needs of a number of 
important facilities, such as the clinic, the orangutan complex, and the Samboja Lodge.  

PHILLIP STRUB, Deputy Ambassador Switzerland for Indonesia, said; “Indonesia is one of the most 
populous countries in the world, and is geographically suited to developing renewable energy. 
Competent design, planning, installation, operation and maintenance of renewable energy power 
plants, with qualified staff relevant to labour market needs, is what Switzerland is committed to 
pursuing under its ‘Renewable Energy Skills Development (RESD)’ project. We eagerly await Indonesia's 
new capital, which aims to be a 100% renewable energy city. This project is a model for a just and 
transition off fossil fuels towards a clean energy future.” 

Construction of the new solar power plant facility, named the Tony Gilding Solar Plaza, began on 5 
February, 2021. Previously, electricity needs in Samboja Lestari were met through the use of generators 
powered by fuel. This resulted in high fuel consumption every month, and the BOS Foundation felt the 
need to take a more environmentally friendly approach to fulfil its electricity needs.  

MORITZ WYSS, Representative of BOS Switzerland, said they were proud to see the active 
participation of their organisation in helping the BOS Foundation operate in a greener manner; “We 
always support initiatives to increase efforts to conserve orangutans and their habitat in a more 
environmentally friendly way. I am sure that the provision of electricity with sustainable energy sources 
like this will help the day-to-day operations of this large rehabilitation centre, and the work of our 
colleagues at Samboja Lestari will be more effective and efficient.”   

DR. IR. JAMARTIN SIHITE, MSC., Chairman of the BOS Foundation, welcomed the availability of solar-
powered electricity; “Due to limitations, we were still using fossil fuels to generate electricity. This of 
course resulted in emissions, but now we have a better choice. Up until now, we have had to spend Rp. 
30-60 million a month to purchase fuel for the generators. The existence of this solar plaza will certainly 
help reduce our budget, so we can maximize it in other areas and put it toward our operational 
activities. I hope the team at Samboja Lestari will be able to take advantage of this power plant and 
improve their performance in conserving orangutans and their habitat.” 

The solar power plant has been decorated with a mural by Trio Kune Studio Collective, which won a 
competition held by the BOS Foundation with the support of BOS Australia and BOS Switzerland, in 
August last year. This mural emphasises the message related to the efforts to protect and preserve 
orangutans and their habitats, as pursued by the BOS Foundation.  

The Samboja Lestari Orangutan Rehabilitation and Land Rehabilitation Centre currently cares for 124 
orangutans and 71 sun bears, involving 146 employees who are responsible for maintaining and 
managing an area of 1,800 hectares. 

Regarding the construction and inauguration of the Tony Gilding Solar Power Plaza, the BOS Foundation 
is grateful for the support of the Ministry of Environment and Forestry of the Republic of Indonesia and 
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its staff and expresses its highest appreciation for the support from our global partner organisations, 
namely BOS Australia and BOS Switzerland. The BOS Foundation also expresses its highest appreciation 
for all parties who continue to support efforts to conserve orangutans and their habitat.  

 

C O N T A C T S   
 

Paulina L. Ela 
Communication 
Coordinator 
BOS Foundation  
HP: 081347337003 

  

 


	The BOS Foundation's Orangutan Rehabilitation and Land Rehabilitation Centre in Samboja Lestari, East Kalimantan, now has the ability to meet its electricity needs in a more environmentally friendly way, with a new solar power plant. This facility was...

